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George Polgar, a world renowned pediatric pulmonologist and physiologist, and founding editor of the journal *Pediatric Pulmonology*, was born in Gyöngyös, Hungary and earned his medical degree at the University of Szeged in 1938. He often told his family that he had decided to become a doctor when he was 5 years old. During World War II, his family was persecuted by the German‐aligned Hungarian government and stripped of its vast vineyards, a large wine‐making operation and businesses that included a bank and law firm. Under constant threat of imprisonment and deportation to the concentration camps, Dr. Polgar continued to treat patients and founded a children\'s hospital in the Budapest ghetto in 1944. He helped Hungarian Jews survive the death camp trains. After the war Dr. Polgar was briefly imprisoned, but following his release, he rose to a senior post at the leading pediatric hospital in Budapest. In 1957, he led his family (wife Katalin and his three children ages 2, 9, and 11) on a daring escape from Hungary via a nighttime trek into Austria. He came to the U.S. shortly after and started his career at The Children\'s Hospital of Philadelphia ("CHOP") as a post‐doctoral research fellow in 1959. While at CHOP, he became a leading U.S. pediatric pulmonary physiology researcher. After 14 years, he departed to become chief of Pulmonary Medicine at the Children\'s Hospital of Michigan in Detroit. He subsequently returned to the Philadelphia area, where he founded *Pediatric Pulmonology*, the first subspecialty journal for pediatric respiratory medicine which is now in its 36th year, from its inception in 1983 until 1994.

Dr. Polgar wrote numerous papers and chapters starting with studies of tuberculosis in his native Hungary. While at CHOP, he performed pioneering research in neonatal respiratory physiology and measurement of lung mechanics with colleagues at the University of Pennsylvania. He developed one of the first infant plethysmographs to measure lung volumes and airway resistance, with which he was able to study lung function in premature infants down to a weight of 680 grams. His numerous scientific contributions included the study of distribution of pulmonary blood flow, nasal resistance in newborns (of importance since they are obligate nose breathers), and the partitioning of pulmonary resistance into airway and tissue components. His clinical studies included those of gas exchange abnormalities and airway instability in patients with cystic fibrosis, the study of pectus excavatum, pulmonary function in Wilms tumor survivors, and the use of cold air challenge in normal, asthmatics and patients with cystic fibrosis. His interest in the influence of growth and development on disease processes foreshadowed today\'s interest in the pediatric origins of adult lung disease, and the asthma chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) overlap syndrome. However he is perhaps best known for his meticulous development of methods for lung function testing in infants and children, and the compilation of reference pediatric values, resulting in the authorship with Varuni Promadhat in 1971 of their book considered to be a classic in the field, "Pulmonary function testing in children: Techniques and standards."

Dr. Polgar was an aficionado of classical music and was an accomplished pianist. He was also an avid world traveler and photographer. He enjoyed reading literature in his native Hungarian, English and German. George Polgar passed away in 2015 at the age of 96. An annual lectureship on pediatric pulmonology and pulmonary physiology has been established in his honor at the Children\'s Hospital of Philadelphia. The George Polgar Lecture has been delivered by distinguished invited physicians and scientists from around the world for the past twenty years.
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